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A snapshot of Calgary's cultural ammenities 

The city’s arts and culture sector presents many distinctive and engaging events throughout the year, including many that are prime for investment and development as cultural attractions for leisure travel or business travellers interested in extending their stays. Here are a few highlights: 

An estimated 60-70 arts and cultural festivals are presented year-round in Calgary, with highlights like the Calgary International Film Festival (September), One Yellow Rabbit’s High Performance Rodeo (January), Alberta Theatre Projects’ playRites Festival of New Canadian Plays (February), the Calgary International Children’s Festival (May) and a full suite of over a dozen summer festivals throughout July and August, including 

Sled Island, the Calgary Jazz Festival (both in June), the Calgary Folk Music Festival (late July) and the Calgary International Blues Festival (August). 

“Always open” arts attractions such as the Glenbow Museum, the Creative Kids Museum, ArtCentral, the Art Gallery of Calgary and dozens of public and commercial art galleries centrally located in the ‘Design District’ (10 and 11 Avenue SW) and throughout the downtown core are free and open to the public. 

Music venues, bars and clubs are located throughout the downtown core and in other areas of the city, featuring great local and headline acts, often combined with full bar and restaurant service, provide ample options during the evening hours as well. 

The CTrain’s ‘free fare zone’ along 7 Avenue provides easy downtown access to three cinemas including the Globe Cinema, the Uptown Stage and Screen and the Plaza Theatre, all of which play a mix of popular and arthouse films and host screenings for Calgary’s three film festivals, the Calgary International Film Festival, the 

Calgary Underground Film Festival and the Fairytales Gay & Lesbian Film Festival. 

Calgary is home to over a dozen major performing arts organizations like Theatre Calgary, Alberta Ballet, the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra, Alberta Theatre Projects, One Yellow Rabbit, Calgary Opera, Vertigo Mystery Theatre, and Theatre Junction that present many high-quality theatre, dance and music events each year. This activity, combined with big-name music shows brought in by an active community of concert promoters keep facilities like the Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts, the newly-restored Grand Theatre, the Saddledome and the Jubilee Auditorium very busy as they host hundreds of concerts and performances each year. 

The Olympic Plaza Cultural District, an area spanning a 3-block radius in Calgary’s downtown core, is a cultural and historic attraction due to the Plaza’s use as the medal ceremony site for the 1988 Olympic Winter Games and now serves as a vibrant neighbourhood filled with a dense cluster of performing and visual arts spaces, as well as hotels, restaurants, park space, boutiques, shopping centres and the Calgary Public 

Library. 

Calgary Arts Development offers a free weekly e-newsletter and online calendar featuring Calgary arts events. Visit www.ArtsMartCalgary.ca for more details or call 403.264.5330.

